
  AP English: Language and Composition          Code:5cmu136  
      Summer Assignment 2018-2019  

Please join the Google Classroom page using the code: 5cmu136
 

Part One:  Read + annotate Thank You for Arguing,  third edition, in its entirety 
You may purchase your own copy or you may borrow one from me.  

 
There are five sections of this book. For each section : 
 

▪ Write a summary of at least 5 key points and reflect (4-5 sentences) on each 
section. Consider what you have learned in each section and what you already 
knew, what you feel is useful information, and/or what you like/dislike about each 
section. Provide textual support (MLA format) 

▪ Develop at least two discussion questions for each section. (Directions are 
posted on G. Classroom). Make sure you reference the text specifically in each 
question (using MLA format)  
 

Part Two: Choose one book from the list below to read and annotate. 
 

● Outliers  by Malcolm Gladwell 
● Thinking, Fast and Slow  by Daniel Kahneman 
● The Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance  by Robert M. Pirsig 

 
● Respond to the following questions in complete and thorough sentences and include textual 

evidence (MLA FORMAT!) to support your answers:  
 

1. What social, cultural, political, or other circumstances motivated the author to write the 
book (this is called the rhetorical context)? What was going on in the world at the time 
the book was written and published to prompt its creation? 

2. What is the author’s argumentative position? 
3. What is the author’s purpose? What does he hope to achieve in writing this book? How 

do you know? 
4. Describe the author’s intended audience. Explain why this work would appeal to this 

audience.  
5. Identify and quote 3 specific passages you find most convincing (document in MLA 

format). Explain why you found these 3 passages to be so convincing. (Make sure your 
passages are from different sections of the book.) 

  
**This work must be submitted via Google Classroom and is due by August 28, 2018.** 
 
Part Three: Vocabulary and Terminology  
Throughout this course you will come across many new terms that you are unfamiliar with, as well as 
many you already know. In order to give you a head start you are going to familiarize yourself with 
some of these words. A list of terms is posted on Google Classroom. Please define each one.  
 
 


